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For large laboratories, where a number of students are en- 
gaged in imbedding, a simple modification of this device sug- 
gests itself. For such a purpose a horizontal disk of sheet- 
copper, of the same thickness, but three feet in diameter, would 
afford room for a large number of paraffine imbedding-troughs, 
which could be arranged in a circle around and some distance 
from the centre, at which point a larger burner would be applied 
underneath. The temperature in such a device would diminish 
from the centre towards the periphery of the disk. The troughs 
would be placed upon different radii upon the surface of the 
disk, just as two or three troughs may be placed upon different 
radii of the triangular plate, which is practically the sector of a 
disk, as described above. 

For imbedding delicate objects, small cups made of tin-foil, 
pressed into shape in circular, tapering moulds, may be satis- 
factorily employed with this apparatus, in the same way as the 
troughs. 

The device described above can be made by any coppersmith 
for about two dollars. — John A. Ryder. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— The Harvard Natural History Society this year celebrates 
the fiftieth anniversary of its foundation by a course of popular 
lectures on the Fauna of Massachusetts. The series embraces 
Birds, by Wm. Brewster ; Reptiles, by Samuel Garman ; Fishes, 
by Mr. Collins ; Butterflies, by S. H. Scudder ; Beetles, by Geo. 
Dimmock ; Crustacea, by J. S. Kingsley ; Spiders, by J. H. Emer- 
ton ; Worms, by C. S. Minot ; Ccelenterates, by S. F. Clarke ; 
Sponges, by A. Hyatt ; and others which have not yet been fully 
arranged for. The Harvard Natural History Society is second 
in age of college societies, and has embraced many of the promi- 
nent naturalists among its members. In times past it had col- 
lections and a library, but the specimens were long ago turned 
over to the Museum of Comparative Zoology, while the library of 
late years has grown but little, the University furnishing abun- 
dant facilities in this direction. 

— Bernard Persh, late hospital steward at the Frankford Arsenal, 
near Philadelphia, died recently of typhoid pneumonia, at the 
age of thirty-seven. He was an enthusiastic microscopist, and had 
lately been conducting considerable investigations in . bacteriol- 
ogy, and was very successful in photographing these organisms. 
Personally, he was a pleasant companion. 
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— Toeplitz and Deuticke, of Leipzig, announce a new journal, 
the Centralblatt fur Physiologie. It is edited by Dr. Sigmund 
Exner, of V-ienna, and Dr. Johannes Gad, of Berlin, and is issued 
under the auspices of the Physiological Society of Berlin. The 
first number appeared April 2, and the subsequent numbers will 
follow every two weeks. The subscription price is sixteen marks 
a year. 

— Dr. W. Spengel, who has recently occupied the position of 
Director in the Bremen Museum, goes to the University of 
Giessen as Professor of Zoology. 

— Professor C. Klein, of Gottingen, goes to the University of 
Berlin as successor to the late Professor Websky, whose death 
was announced in our March number. The chair of Mineralogy 
thus left vacant at Gottingen is filled by Dr. T. H. Liebsch, for- 
merly of Konigsberg. 

— Professor A. Ludwig, of Giessen, has been called to Bonn 
to fill the chair left vacant by the retirement of the venerable 
Professor Dr. Franz Leydig. 

—The well-known house of R. Friedlander und Sohn (Berlin) 
have begun the publication of another bibliographical periodical, 
Bericht uber die Verlagsthatigkeit von R. Friedlander und Sohn, 
which is intended as a quarterly list of the publications of this 
house in the line of science. 

— Dr. R. W. Schufeldt calls attention in the Auk for April to 
the valuable assistance that can be derived from the photogra- 
phic camera in field ornithology. 

— Dr. Pelletan's journal de Micrographie begins this year the 
publication of a series of portraits of French scientific worthies. 
The faces of J. Beclard and Mathias Duval have so far appeared, 
but they hardly answer the announcement of portraits " magni- 
fiquement graves ou photograves . . . formeront autant d'ceu- 
vres d'art." They are rather poorer than the series of " Leaders 
of Science" published by the English Science Monthly. 

— At a recent meeting of the Marine Biological Laboratory 
(which, as noted in the April number of the Naturalist, is to be 
the successor of the Annisquam Laboratory) it was voted in- 
expedient to attempt to open the station this year. It was also 
voted to grant Mr. Van Vleck the use of the apparatus, etc., now 
at Annisquam for the present summer. 

— John T. Ogden, for many years a well-known dealer in mi- 
croscopical goods in Boston, died in that city May 3, 1887. He 
was born in Woodbury, N. J., June, 181 1, and in early life was a 
civil engineer. 
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— The various scientific and educational institutions in and 
near New York City have appointed a local committee of arrange- 
ments for the coming meeting of the American Assqciation for 
the Advancement of Science, with the following officers : Presi- 
dent, Dr. F. A. P. Barnard, President of Columbia College ; Vice- 
Presidents, Chauncey M. Depew, Mayor Abraham J. Hewett, 
Morris K. Jessup, Dr. Henry L. McCracken, George William 
Curtis; Local Secretary, Professor Henry Leroy Fairchild. Miss 
Winifred Egerton is the president of the ladies' section of the 
local committee. 

— Recent deaths : Dr. Franz Herbich, a geologist and custo- 
dian of the Klausenberg Museum, died January 15 ; J. J. Kickx, 
Professor of Botany at Ghent, died March 27. 

— Dr. Albert Kellogg, the well-known botanist of California, 
died in Alameda, in that State, on the 31st of March, at the age 
of seventy-four. He was born in New Hartford, Conn., and 
went to California in the early years of the great migration to 
the Pacific coast. He soon abandoned his professional work and 
devoted himself to the investigation of the botany of California, 
with which he has been identified for over thirty years. He was 
one of the founders of the California Academy of Sciences, and 
in the Proceedings and Bulletins of the Academy the results of 
his researches have appeared from time to time. He visited 
Alaska in 1867 as surgeon and botanist of the special expe- 
dition of that year, Prof. George Davidson being the scientific 
director. Dr. Kellogg's name fills a prominent place in all of the 
leading works relating to West North American Botany. He 
was a man of singular genuineness and simplicity of character, 
as guileless as a child, and abounding in kindly spirit and good- 
will towards all. — R. E. C. S. 



PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Boston Society of Natural History. — April 20, 1887. — Dr. 
J. Amory Jeffries read a note in which he took exceptions to 
certain statements made by Dr. E. G. Gardiner in his paper 
{Archiv fur microscopische Anatomie, 1884) relative to the develop- 
ment of the epitrichium in birds. Mr. Edwin O. Jordan, in a 
paper entitled " ' Vitality' of. Minerals, Plants, and Animals," 
called attention to the recent address of President Judd of the 
Geological Society as reported in Nature, and pointed out the 
speciousness of the arguments advanced to show that the lines 
drawn between the organic and the inorganic departments of 



